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The month Oof August in retrospect was simply a contine
uation of what had begun in June with the bombing of Japan
and what would oontinue to happen thenceforth.

All sfforts of the squedron were undauntlessly direct-
ed toward one goal ~ - the complete annihilation of Japanese .
industrial targets, eesentially steel installations, The
squadron'a contribution toward the final goal were many and
the hope of all as indica.ed by the sweat dropped on the
line was that we should contribute more and more,

The first few days of August is noted on the morning
Teporta as iiaving the personnel of the sguadron engared in
routine duties. Routine they were - - true - - but only to
these men to whom "routine®™ had come to mean hard work,

The maintenance crews nursed the engines on the ViR's
like babies. The. strenuous trips the previous months neces-
sitated many engine changes and in accordance with a direo-
tive from higher headquarters both the combat crews and
majintenance orews pltched in - - from airplans commander .
to tall gunner and from orew chief to grease monkey. Colo~
nel Cornett put on his flying suit - - not to fly but to
work on the plens, Rumor had it that the AdJjutant amd the
Intelligence Officer also helpsd out - - that was oere resmar.

About the 5th of Augunst word was given to people conoera-
ed that the planes hud to be ready. YTwo missions wers to be
flown, one to Palembang, Sumatra to smash the Pladjoe 011 Re-
finery, and the other & return trip to Japan for a blow at
Nagasaki,

O0n 7 Avgust 1944 at 0012z the first of the squadrons

Planes was ‘borne when ship #503, piloted by Gapteim W,
ﬁmhcqurortho adyanced bass at Haingshing: Oa
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8 August, #290 and 348 piloteu by dajJor K, l.emple and Lt.
Col, J. Cornett vook off for tue forward area.. On 9 August
Major MoWillians took off in #319. These planes were 10 .0
on the mission to Nagasakl,

Briefring wasa held on the morning of the 10th and the dis-
closure of the target was taken with an air of calmness which
to an outsider may have indicated disinterestedness but to
those in the know actually was a show of confidence in the orew
and in the airplane they we.e to fly.

The maintenance crew assigned to #319 did an outstnding
Job in cetting the alroraft ready for combat, The day it was
scheduled for take off it was ¢}scovered that an engine change
would be necessary before it o d participate in the mission.
The orew chief M/Sgt Dobrowolsil and crew; S/Sgt Bergin, 3/8gt
Alford, 38gt Potter, Sgt Arlet, Sgt Huber, Pfo¢ Crivelli and Prvt
3mith, performed a near miracle in aocomplishing an engine
change in 24 hours, #319 took its place majestically with the

other superforts,

The nission was to be a night strike at Nagasake proper.
The planes were to carry 13 M-18 incendiaries and 3 M~26 Frag-
mentationgQvomba, The 44th Squadron led the take offs when
#503 was airborne at 0903 on 10 August and turned its nose
toward the Island of Japan. A short time after take off,
howover, 5503 developed engine trouble (high fuel pressure on
#2 engine) and retruned to the rield at 1008Z. The trouble
was remedied at once and the plane took off again at 1047Z.

Airorart 319 was forced to Jjettison its bombs between
Sashul Islend and Korea due to the faoct that radar went out
on the plane and instrument we:ther prevented the Navigator
from determining his exact position. The crew returned to
Hsingohing dAisappointed but determined to make the next one.

All of the 44th planes with the exseption of #290 dropped
its bombs by radar because a large c¢lokd obscured the turget
at tiie bomb release line. Aliroraft 290 made its run om the
target Irom a heading other than prescribed and was able to
bomb visually., After dropping its bonbs #290 made @ s:oond
run over the target to drop photo flash bombes and take pio-

tures,

Over the target A/A was me:ger with bursts falling behind
the planss and low., However, a new typs of projedtile was
used by the Jegps, possidly a rocket projectile fired from a
le . ‘ . :
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Alroraft #348 repor.cd one ambar-oringe prnjutiu flasli across
its pose a*r.n.rr-l-m_. yom atove and deseendin; down at o shallow
angle, obacTved 4 .reen projeotile followed Ly &

oraREe t.n flask dorizmbal.y aeross ilie noss at 16,500 feat
in the target ares.

A1l sireraft vook avasive sction directly siter bombs away,
meking diving turns of about 1805 with losn or Jltitude of
1,000 t5-2,000 feet to throw off AJA maut.tuna.

:irplang 50.:? went over the target L5 miautes after e
otkar planss aud the orov u' TLOG I:uft-ar fﬁlﬂﬂ#iﬁ.ﬂ busir
obssured tie tumm

nd wers nhlt to . nu huga
of tae tu'guiiﬂ well =g large fires s;
area, !Imr - descrived the plot 1
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To the disappointment of the squadpon no LLth planes par-
ticipated in the mission to Palembang, This waa dus to mnt
minute change as to the number of plenes the lqmdru would
furnish om the two misslions,

Planes returnsd to the rear area on the 12th and 1'3:& of
auzust,

Squadron persouncl started to relax but not for long, Tor
on the lhth word was passed sround that amother mission was in
the making and the plance had to be ready. '

On 1€ August after mlmt vork by I-.ln‘l-iml orows
slanes took off, Out of 26 nlm-'_ boz ‘oupy 7
were fram the L4th aqm

Col. Cornatt} by or
ﬁra.lnr Robertsj
{ Qaptain-
piloted by Caphe
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to tell Ltue story, Lt. Ceorge Gaston, Co-pilot on #503,
plctures of the flak and stated that German flak had nothing
on this stuff, "You oould walk on it" was the comment,

Enemy fighter opposition was mpoderate to strong with
numercus twin engime fighters encountered, At 0830Z air .I.m
7503 encountered a Tony 10 miles Southwest of Yawata f z at
25,000 feet true altitude. Tony came in Ffrom 11 o'olock high n&
r::apt.ain Glenn MeCuteheon, Bombardier, got him in his sigat
started firing at 400 yards. At m:f‘ﬂ!ﬁll sheets of {lame came
from the left side of the engine cowling and coverei the eook-
pit., Dense white and black smoke poured from it till it hit
the ground, Captain McCutoheon na otfictally ureditaﬂ with

dsstroying one enemy aircraft.

At 0835Z & Tojo made o mistake and attasked #503 mr;
miles WSW of the target at 3{.” set. Tojo came in from 9
ﬂfﬂlﬂﬂgjiw and n: tiret hi ) ;;%t k: mﬂi left gun-
ner. started to smoke qmrm t gunner hit him,

Then Tojo nu ﬂmd the tall where T/Sgt Andy "Recul:

rrum ihe ang:lm into ihe skplit
to an Gnﬁ." 1& Mt thﬂ ‘ _ Wil - EIredlu &L __‘_'I_-__ SRy OGailiiag 1
aestroyed officially m {rms as given to Ogt Doran and Sgt "

weather at the targst m BA-" ‘with a
pombing in. gmrnl was £ood as conrirmed by

;'_':_:'2:-_' A
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By the 22n¢ all planea had returned to the resr area and
those that had been uaraged were repaired :nd in a few days
wers ready to ¢o0 again,

- buring the month the number of cargo trips made by the
squairon deoreased Irom the previcus momth 7 *Hump* trips were
made by tankers and 1 trip by a Combat plane carring wet and
dry car.,o. In these 8 trips th® squadron hauled the following:

17,420 geallona of 100 octane :as.
15,357 pounds of dry oergo.
6 passengers,

Yorale in tne squadron was at a high peak durling the month.
‘’his oan be attributed to "kesping busy*, much improved PX, and
more and better relaxation facilities provided b the squadron
in the form of Volley kall and Tennis Courts and by the base -
in the form of enlisted man's servioe oludb, the red cgross,

offiocers club, and the movies,

SyUADRON STRENGTE

DATE ' OFFICERS ' EinLISTED MEN
1 August 8l \ 96
31 august 8, 96
{,;wAAMr*f ;ﬁhclibt“
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IRVING L. GOTTLIES,
1t L&s, Alr Corpe,
Historidal Officer.



